
House cats, lions, and tigers are part of the same family. When 

animals are part of the same family, they are alike in many ways. 

House cats are like lions and tigers in many ways, too. When kittens 

are first born, they drink milk from their mothers. Lions and tigers 

drink milk from their mothers, too. When kittens are born, they have 

claws, just like big cats. Claws are used by lions, tigers, and kittens to 

help them keep away enemies. As kittens get bigger, they learn to 

hunt from their mother. House cats hunt in the same way that lions 

and tigers do. They hide and lie very still. When the  animal they are 

hunting comes close, they jump on it and grab it by the back of the 

neck. Cats kill other animals by shaking them and breaking their 

necks.

Lions, tigers, and house cats show when they are afraid in the 

same ways, too. Their fur puffs up, making them look bigger. They 

hiss and spit, too. Those are their ways of saying, “I’m afraid, don’t 

come closer.”

A cat’s tongue has many uses. Because it is rough with little 

bumps on it, it can be used as a spoon. A cat drinks milk by lapping 

it. Because of the bumps, the milk stays on the tongue until the cat 

can swallow it. If you feel the top of a cat’s tongue, it is rough. This 

makes the tongue good for brushing the cat’s hair. Lions and tigers 

clean themselves with their tongues just like house cats do.
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